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November 2, 1934.

Dear Doctor Cormners:

I was more than delighted with your review of my Life
of Mall; quite elated, in fact, and I sent you s telegram at once.

You railsed a lot of interesting questions. I had not
thought of expanding the chapter in connection with Mall's students, but
it 18 an exceedingly interesting point. Last year tnere was s young man
here in Doctor Brown's department, a Doctor Casey who is now wlth Doctor
Cash in Virginis, who was greatly interested in statistics. He took a
glven decade, tabulated all of the articles im sciemtific journals accord-
ing to the universitlies from which they came, and selected the first ten,
the second ten, and then the rest of the universities Jjust according to
the number of articles from thelr departments. Then he studied the pu~-
pils of the different investijalors here at the Institute according to
whether they made posts in the first tem, the second temn, or the scatter-
ing group., He gave an arbltrary rating according to the nlsacing of stu-
dents and some very interesting results came out. He suggested that I
meke out a list of Mall's students and where they hal gonms, and I did
sncugh to show that he would have had, of course, a very high rating. It
is a very artificlal rating, because 1t is based on nunbers of pajers
ratiner than on quality of work. To study the question carefully would
mean to take each one, read his work, and get a falr estinate of his
achievement. Fron the standpoint of &eaching 1t would de a very inter-
esting study. Here at the Institute, Doctor Van Slyke came out with a
very high rating.

You are quite right tnat tae book goes to an anti-
climax. I was well aware of it. The last cnapter 1s weak. Vhat it
needs 13 a really profound study of tne meaning of the research insti-
tute witn relation to the university. It would be a study that would be
well worth while, but to do anything with 1t would have taken me at least
six months of study, i1f mot much more, ani tne time came when I had to
finish up and publish for I hal already given time to it that was neaded
in ny work here, and then mentally I had %o stop. I noticed that the
caapter started Doctor Flexner to thinking about the real place of the
research institute, and I pronose to think a lot about it in the next few
years. There is more tenslon at an institute than in a university.

In regard to the Full-Tine canapter, I think taat I au
really right that the real notive force and the ideas were in ifall. I
reneuber so vividly now many times Doctor Mall would say to me, "Tell,
Popsy hns cold feet and I have %0 begin all over again." Then he was
talking about it in the very early dsys of the medlcal school. My mewory
1s vivid of tnat, at a time when Doctor Velch insisted to me tnat nothing
was sald about it, that no one hai thought of it. Doctor Vieleh uvrought
that out in guestioning the remark of Osler when he left: "Now I go, and
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you have your way.® Doctor Welch sald tnat that remark could not pos-
sidly refer to the Full-Time because no one hal thought of it then and
yet that was tne very year that Doctor Mall had published about it and

I have quoted that even before Doctor Mall went to Baltliore he used to
talk zbout it at Chicago University. I think there is real docusentary
evidence for all I have claimed in the flles in Baltimore.

The writing of the book hzs glven me a great awaken-
ing of an interest in the history of medicine. I have a feeling that
wach medical history has been writtem by men who d1d not grasp tae slg-
nificance of the ideas of medicine in relation to the nilatory of tnougnt,
You can do wonderful work alongz that line for you are both s trained
nistorian andi a trained physician.

Doctor Sewall called my attention to the fact taat
though I nad sald that Doctor Welch gave the first courses in alstology
and bacteriology in this country, lartin, that is Newell Mertin, gave a
course in histology at the Hopkins Universlty still earlier, following
the English tradition of aaving histology ziven with physiology. Also
that Sternberg gave bacteriology also at the university, following Past-
eur's methods very closely. I am keeping all of these corrections bota
with reference % a posslble reprinting and also as nistorical data. I
am now writing % men 1llits Professor Gage to get matsrial from them bee
fore it 1s too late.

Professor Sigerist is sriting a review for thne

Bulletin from the historical aspect; but no other review will be as fine
as yours and I am deeply grateful to you for it. [ shall be very pleased
if my book comes to be regarded as hnistorical material of a very interest-
ing period in medical education. Its greatest lesson to me 1s this, that
1t should mean to tne younger genceration coming on and dissatisfied with
present conditions, that a generation of young people nilght create soiie-
thing for tanemselves, something quite new and not nanded down to tnem by
otners. That 1s what lall and his generatlion did and I expect tnat the
sreat new things have to come out of young minds.

The report of the Nominsting Committee is going
to be Doctor “eed and Doctor Scammon. I will send it in fomally just
as soon as I hear from the second nmerber. It agrees with his vote, so
it is now sure.

Gratefully and cordlally yours,

Doctor George W. Cormer,
Department of Anatomy,
University of Rochesgter,
Rocheg ter, Hew York.



